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An unfttae

stay where the
wild things are

Madeleine Keane laps up the luxury
at a rainforest resort on Langkawi,
complete with chattering macaques

pregnant scorpion stopped

usin our tracks. Not that we

tourists spotted it. There

we were pootling along in

our air-conditioned Jeep, en
route to a spot of forest bathing, when
our guide Dev asked the driver to stop.
We screeched to a halt, disembarked,
and walked back up the road until Dev
located the arachnid, gently moved it to
one side, while observing that it was with
spiderlings.

It was early November, and [ was stay-
ingin the Datai Langkawi. I'd flown to
Malaysia from Thailand where I followed
apleasurable but fairly ascetic regime at
the legendary Chiva-Som health farm.
Now I'd swapped wheatgrass shots for
Champagne and boiled eggs for eggs roy-
ale. And yet, while the five-star Datai has
areputation as one of the world’s most re-
nowned hotels and indeed it ticks all the

¢ boxesinterms of ambience, cuisine and
i service,and its beating heart, wilderness.

The late Kerry Hill is due a debt of grat-

i itude. When the celebrated Australian ar-

: chitect was commissioned in the 1980s to

i design the hotel overlooking the Andaman

i Seaon Langkawi's north-western shores,

i he eschewed the typical seafront resort

i design. His vision was to immerse guests

i in the majestic rainforest while preserving

i the coastline. As French architect and in-

i terior designer Didier Lefort who worked

¢ with Hill on the original project and recent-
. ly reimagined Datai for the 21st century

i observed, “if you're in a remarkable setting,
: allow it to make the statement”.

[t's some statement. From the moment I

arrived at the main lobby where two giant
i 'wooden horses - rescued from a Mumbai
i fleamarket - framed a view of a pool filled

! Continued on next page

Now Serving: Spring

Enjoy exclusive upgrades when you book
any of our Stay & Dine hotel packages and
savour the season’s best.

Learn More & Book

marineandlawn.com



24 | Places

Sunday Independent 21 April 2024 Sunday Independent 21 April 2024

GETTING THERE

quil space run by an ebullient Yorkshire
woman. My radiance facial was first-rate
-not that my opinion was influenced by
the fact that I travelled halfway across the

. ‘ i while we inhaled all those good ions, be-
. i fore reaching a wooden platform cantile-
% Apairof Dusky vered over a babbling creek.

A younglocal teacher guided us through

8 DAYS - BED & BREAKFAST

Sorrento, Amalfi Coast, Pompeii
& Vesuvius Escorted Tour

Hotel Astoria
Sorrento, Italy

GUIDED
SORRENTO
WALKABOUT

Guided Sorrento walkabout
Services of Topflight’s Resort Manager
Holiday Bonded & Protected

8 DAYS - HALF BOARD

Lake Garda & Venice

Escorted Tour
Hotel Splendid Palace

All prices are per person sharing a double/

twin room with balcony. Departing from

Dublin.

Additional dates available.
Also available from Shannon.

Find out more about our escorted tours at Topflight.ie/tours
Call our holiday experts on 01 240 1700
Or visit your local travel agent and ask for Topflight

LICENSED BY THE COMMISSION FOR AVIATION

REGULATIONTO 074 & TA 0055

Lush — the resort, nestled

ful place. I stayed in one of the rainforest
villas. Perched on stilts beside a rushing
stream, this was a lush billet with a huge
bathroom and dressing area and a magnif-
icent four-poster bed. To lie in luxurious
Egyptian cotton sheets, protected by veils
of mosquito nets, teak fan whirring above
as the rain pelted the roof and the inhab-
itants of the jungle kept up their sympho-
ny of chirping and chirruping, all felt very
Somerset Maugham.

The combination of deep comfort amid
the unspoilt wilderness was beguiling.
However, delightful as it was to hear the
macaque monkeys with their incessant
chatter, I had been forewarned: these
complete chancers will come in and raid
your fruit bowl if you forget to close a win-
dow. Quite the party animals - literally -
they’'ve been known to open the mini-bar
and swipe a beer.

Isigned up for a Rainforest After Dark
nature walk. And as the light faded to

dusk, azoological castshaped up fortheir :  They walk the walk here, as a tour of o Aa L1 i

evening Peff‘)f?am? ” . their P‘:fmacm_tu;e ggfdefcllWItt}l its ze- Classic Japan Enchanting Costa Rica Classic Tanzania Safari & Zanzibar
manner of creatures came out to i ro-waste organic food production sys- . . . .

play for our evening stroll. Committed | tem revealeg&l. I learnec%)how the ress(;rt 10 nights from €4,2491 12 nights from €3,6491 12 nights from €4,999* 14 nights from €5,3991

naturalist and nature centre manager Dev
pointed out squirrels, pied hornbills, bats,
geckos, and colugos, also known as fly-
inglemurs. Even though it was dark, our
spiderman spied a couple of tarantulas
hiding in the crevices of rocks. Nota bene:
insect repellent is recommended.

Pl

Trashisrecycledinto biodegradablé ashand
used as soil conditioner at Datai Langkawi

i ine in travel . .
Date Price amongst the foliage —— & a mine of knowledge, tips and advice.” Peace of Mind Policy

Return flights with 20kg baggage allowance from Dublin 14Jul €1309
All transfers 28 Jul €1274 FIND YOUR HOLIDAY INSPIRATION...
7 nights at the 4 star Hotel Astoria, with breakfast 4 A €1253 Continued from previous page : LaterIdined at The Gulai House, where . . . . e .
our of the Amalfi Coast by conch e . the promise of a showcase of Malaysian Wine & Whale Sharks, Magical Maldives Inspiring South Africa’s Garden

U o7 T AT L 0AsT y €one 1l Aug €1227 with bright pink lotuses and hopping with | culinary tradition was spectacularly de- The Best of Western Australia 7 nights from €1,999* Mediterranean Cruise Route & Safari
Excursion to Pompeii and Vesuvius 18 Au €1248 lime green frogs, I was entranced. ¢ liveredinadark and sticky beef rendang. i i

g >, ) . : " . : 0 Flights, 5% island resort, breakfast : # . #

Complimentary 3 course evening meal in Restaurant 11 Borgo For starters, itis an incredibly peace- i Amongalitany of memorable meals, din- 21 nights from €4,249 ’ and seaplane transfers 8 nights from €1,649 15 nights from €3,349

i nerin The Pavilion was also outstanding.

i The restaurant was suspended high above
i theresort on stilts and I feasted in this ar-

. boreal canopy on Thai delicacies: prawn

¢ and lemongrass spring rolls and crispy

i soft-shell crab.

i Datai served up the stylish gestures’

i playlist of a luxury hotel. Every day the re-
i clining sunbathers were treated to a plate

i of icy watermelon and pineapple or a cou-
i ple of scoops of mango sorbet.

Despite feeling very cossetted, I delight-

¢ edinthe total absence, in such a sophis-

i ticatedlocale, of glitz and bling and the

¢ resolutely local nature of everything from
. the chatty, pleasant staff to Datai’s com-

i mitment to community. They take the

i business of protecting this unique special
i environment seriously, with the Datai

i Pledge and its four pillars: sustainability,

i conservation, regeneration, and educa-

: tion.

i consumed 10,000 bottles in three weeks;

¢ many were embedded in the very build-

i ings that surrounded us, the remainder of
i the walls fashioned from cement made

i inthe Asher - an incinerator that turns

i everything that cannot be recycled into

i ash.

Unusually, there’s no kid’s club. Instead,

young guests are encouraged to take part

Limone, Lake Garda Date Price i inactivities such as the upcycling work- THE PRICE YOU SEE IS THE PRICE YOU PAY
i shopatThe Lab. All the resort’s detritus,
Return ﬂights with ZOkg baggagc allowance 8 Jun €1235 from torn sheets to candlewax, is sent TF’S TOP PICK V|S|T OR CAl.l. YOUR NEAREST TRAILFINDERS TRAVE'. CENTRE TOP ] 0 AI RFARES
All transfers 29 Jun €1451 ngﬁ»g ?ei{rrslri)rfg ;grvlvetrg?g;&elecggggs of 13 Nights Bangkok & WHEREVER AND WHENEVER... TRUST TRAILFINDERS TO TAKE CARE OF YOU BOOK WITH CONFIDENGE -
7 nights at the 4 star Hotel Splendid Palace, with breakfast and 20 Jul €1365 beeswax wrappers and soap - the latter Phukel‘ for Just €1 ,] 99 YOUR LOCAL TRAVEL CENTRE NO PREMIUM RATE TELEFHONE NUMBERS ALL FLIGHTS INCLUDE AT LEAST 20KG BAGGAGE
evening meal i I'mstill using a few months later. Kids love DUBLIN 4/5 DAWSON STREET CORK 40/41 MARLBORO STREET
¢ 17 Aug €1348 : thisandit’sa great way to introduce them WORLDWIDE TRAVEL 01 677 7888 WORLDWIDE TRAVEL 021 464 8800 Economy  Business Economy  Business
Excursion to the Floating City of Venice i tothe concept of sustainability. OO0 FIRST & BUSINESS TRAVEL 01 677 8800 FIRST & BUSINESS TRAVEL 021 464 8844 New York €483* €1630"° LlosAngeles €680  €2.560°
31 Aug €1199 : p . d CRUISE TRAILFINDERS 021 464 8848 . ! 9 !
Lake Garda Tour by Coach and Boat H The team at the nature centre also run L CRUISE TRAILFINDERS 01 881 4948 Dubai €501t €1,449  CapeTown €773t  €2,452°
S All prices are per person sharing based on a . minilabs where guests can learn about 'ﬁ?i LIMERICK 7 CRUISES STREET BELFAST 47 FOUNTAIN STREET Singapore €583* €2,700% Tokyo €957°  €2,497°
Holiday Bonded and Protected poolview room. ) i ecologv. And there is evervthing fami- = WORLDWIDE TRAVEL 061 292 700 WORLDWIDE TRAVEL 048 9027 1888 Miami €657  €1,723"  Perth €1,226" €6,4071
A‘“’“"""’"“f are available from N 8Y- Ly g . P FIRST & BUSINESS TRAVEL 061 292 744 FIRST & BUSINESS TRAVEL 048 9027 1844 Phuket €679t  €2,369t  Auckland €1,380" €6,532"
Services of Topflight's Resort Manager June to September. : lies ;’IVOUId EXpegt fI'OI'? flve‘Stl?r loc(llglngs = CRUISE TRAILFINDERS 061 292 748 CRUISE TRAILFINDERS 048 9027 1871
i onthe sporting front: from golf an 0ga
‘ to kayalgng th?ough the magngrovess:;n% GROUP TRAVEL 01 677 7197 TRAVEL INSURANCE 01702 910
" bu tterfly walks as well as snorkelling and VISA SERVICE 01 881 4949 PRIVATE TOURING 01 881 4977
: CALL FOR ANY DESTINATION

i bodyboarding.

I'was there courtesy of Irish company

i -andleading wellness experts - Healing

i Holidays, so pampering was also on the

i menu. The beautiful open-sided spa, ac-

i cessed by awooden walkway, was a tran-

" Langur with babies :

globe to be treated with seaweed-based ¢ Senaman Tua, a gentle, mindful mix of Ma- ©® Healing Holidays
products from VOYA, the company found- lay breathing techniques, stretching and can arrange a seven-
edin Co Sligo. movements from martial arts. Time then night stay at The
to plunge into the crystal-clear waters be- Datai Langkawi,
For all the luxe, it was not lost on me that i lowinthe aptly named Crystal Creek. A Malaysia, from
my favourite moment in an idyllic sojourn | breakfast of mint tea, dried fruits and nuts €1,479pp sharing,
occurred far from the chatter and the cock- i followed. including transfers,
tails. The highlight started with our rescue Between my dawn rise, saving the accommodation L &
of the expectant spider. eight-legged mama-to-be and the icy dip, I and daily breakfast. Madeleine Keane
Then along with a cool couple from Ly- felt beyond virtuous, nourished, and happy Price excludes in Datai Langkawi

ons and omniscient Dev, we walked past

as the proverbial lark to be where the wild

flights. Subject to

trees that had stood here for millennia

¢ things were. availability. healingholidays.com

FIRST & BUSINESS CLASS TRAVEL

TRAILFINDERS 017029112

THE TRAVEL EXPERTS 017029120 017029132
ALL YOUR TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS TAKEN CARE OF IN ONE PLACE

It's good to talk, ¢ TF@ * Trustpilot
|

say hello to the
TRUST “Truly excellent: patient, friendly, helpful

Book with confidence with

TRAILFINDERS’

fastest booking

Flights, 5 nights 3%+ to 4% hotels incl
2 breakfasts, 16 nights campervan
hire, Swim with Whale Sharks Tour
and Discovery Rottnest Island Tour

incl return Ferry transfers
e Witness whale sharks in the wild
* Get a picture with adorable quokkas

FIND YOUR PRIVATE TOURING ADVENTURE...

Direct flights, 1 night 4% Barcelona
hotel, 7 night full board Princess
cruise and private transfers
e Stay in the heart of Barcelona
e Gibraltar ® Marseille
e Genoa ® Rome ® Florence/Pisa

Flights, 13 days fully inclusive car hire,
12 nights 4% to 5% hotels incl breakfast,
3 nights 4% all inclusive game lodge incl

6 game drives, Cape Point & Peninsula

Tour and private arrival transfer
Includes 3 FREE nights
- Saving over €1,250 per couple

e Beautiful white sand beach © Excellent
house reef ® Motorised & non-motorised
watersports ® Dive centre ® Excellent spa
Includes a hotel discount and
FREE seaplane transfers
- Saving over €2,300 per couple

Call to talk through your plans and
order your NEW TRAILFINDER

magazine filled with offers

T—

Flights, 3% to 4% hotels, private
vehicle/driver & guides and 15 meals
e Explore grand forts and exquisite palaces
e Search for India’s elusive tigers ® Relax in
beautiful lakeside Udaipur ® Marvel at the
impressive Taj Mahal © Add on a magical early
morning balloon ride in Jaipur

Flights, 3%+ to 4% hotels, private/shared
transfers, selected sightseeing and breakfast
e Be in awe of impressive volcanoes
e Discover magical national parks filled
with unique wildlife ® Explore the sweeping
beaches of Nicoya Peninsula e Visit Monteverde’s
magical cloud forest with an expert guide

Flights, 7 nights safari incl 3% to 4% hotels,
game drives on a shared 4WD safari vehicle with
driver/guides & 20 meals and 7 nights 4% beach

resort incl half board & private transfers

e Experience four of Tanzania’s most exciting

parks with plenty of opportunities to spot the

Big 5 ® Relax on the turquoise waters of the

Indian Ocean

Flights, 9 nights hotels, 1 night ryokan, selection
of private & self guided sightseeing,
14 meals and trains & transport passes
e Explore Tokyo’s bright lights
e Take in Hakone's spectacular mountain scenery
o Admire Kyoto's historic sites
e Visit the sobering Hiroshima Peace
Memorial Museum and Park

Calls may be recorded for accuracy & training

NO ONE LOOKS AFTER YOU BETTER B [TAA

All prices on this advert are ‘from’ prices, are per person based on twin share, are subject to availability & valid for selected departures in the next 6 weeks except 01 jun - 31 Jul 24 JIATA  50laion
#1 Aug-310ct24 11 Nov24-31Jan25 *1Feb 25 - 31 Mar 25. Trailfinders is licensed by the Irish Aviation Authority, TA0542. All information correct at time of going to print on 18 Apr 24.
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W, CROATIA Tailor- H]ddC
\T OURS journeys of

Multi-Centre Holidays

10 NIGHT MULTI-CENTRE FROM DUBLIN

Nelriatic

30TH MAY

e 4* Hotel Elaphusa - Brac Island - 5 Nights - hb
e 5* Hotel Le Meridien Lav - Split - 5 Nights - b&b

e €1850 PER PERSON SHARING
FLIGHTS FROM DUBLIN, ALL TRANSFERS, ACCOMMODATION & LOCAL SUPPORT

31ST AUGUST

¢ 5* Hotel Ambasador - Opatija - 5 Nights -b&b
e 5* Hotel Lone - Rovinj - 5 Nights - b&b

e €2300 PER PERSON SHARING
FLIGHTS FROM DUBLIN, ALL TRANSFERS, ACCOMMODATION & LOCAL SUPPORT

10 NIGHT MULTI-CENTRE FROM CORK

4TH SEPTEMBER

e 3* Hotel Odisej - Mljet Island - 5 Nights - hb
¢ 5* Hotel Croatia - Cavtat - 5 Nights - b&b

e €1700 PER PERSON SHARING
FLIGHTS FROM CORK, ALL TRANSFERS, ACCOMMODATION & LOCAL SUPPORT

10TH JULY | 31ST JULY

e 4* Hotel Liburna - Korcula Island - 5 Nights -b&b
¢ 5* Hotel Croatia - Cavtat - 5 Nights - b&b

e €2050 PER PERSON SHARING
FLIGHTS FROM CORK, ALL TRANSFERS, ACCOMMODATION & LOCAL SUPPORT

7/ NIGHT DELUXE CRUISE FROM DUBLIN
10TH JULY | 17TH JULY

e MV Adriatic Pearl | under deck cabin - hb

Luxury Small Yacht Cruise of the south Adriatic islands.
Cruise between stunningly beautiful islands of Korcula,
Hvar, Brac and the iconic cities of Split and Dubrovnik.
Daily options of walks, tours and sightseeing.

e €2150 PER PERSON SHARING
FLIGHTS FROM DUBLIN, ALL TRANSFERS, ACCOMMODATION & LOCAL SUPPORT

Full of,life

Licenced by the Irish I-I:_AA
!AMA Aviation Authority TO 142 ,

Subject to availability. Single rooms require a supplement.

visIT CROATIA.IE - 01-878 0800 oRrR CONTACT YOUR LOCAL AGENT




